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.~ TFORWARD

.

The need for 1nformatlon about the Contlnulng Educatlon audlence 1s partlcularly o

compelllng in view of the preoccupatlon with this populatlon among legislators

v__;,,;~f;a5'we11 as educators. This report i# the first in the current series about:

. the Extension Classes Stuaent reqdested by:Associate Vice_Preaident Linck ST E
to-ﬁeet the informatiohuneede forudecreron makinéIWithin the Uhiversity | e
communlty, and therefore coples are being dlstrlbuted to Deans,ngrectors
and Departmeht Chalrmen w1th the antlclpatlon that these cop1es will also

be“circulated among other faculty and_involved University staff,

1
i

As with any work of thle kind, this report woulo not have been possible

W1thout the careful processing of the data and’ crrtlcal questlonlng of

the rhetoric by the Continuing ﬁducatioﬁ'and'Extensiqn Research Department
support faculty and stafr: - Robert Gremore. and Ravawansoh, GraduateﬁAssistanté,

and Louise Burria, Statistical Clerk:

Clara Kanun -

Febrﬁary,'1976x ' ' ' \\

- Aﬁ
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© . INTRODUCTION

Thleniversity of Minnesota Extension Classes program is a most literal

‘extenslon of the Day School currlculum to the. cont1nu1ng educatlon

aud1ence and is one of the largest of 1ts klnd Ln—the c0untry° The

Mlnnesota program ranked seventh in l974 75 in the number of reglstratlons

in programs of this klnd 1n the c0untry. This-ranking“is based on
an annual natlonal survey of Contlnulng Educatlon programs coverlng all

un1vers1t1es and some four-and two-year 1nst1tutLons holding membership

imln two of,the natlonal contlnulng educatlon assoc1at10ns. Approx1mately

v

" 38,517 1nd1v1duals reglstered for an aVerage of .2.2 courses per,

i£Y

1nd1v1dual during the year _ The program was'extensive, including

2,040 dlsdrete COurses, mostly from the Day School curr1culum, offered

one or more times within the tWelVe-month period for a-total~of 3,997 .

sections.

The extensive program of courses.offered on an open admission policy
provided: a doqr,tQ,Lhe‘University for thousands of students who had

.

~ their first and -only eontact\with the University through this program.

. Many other thousands combined registrations in a number of University -

. units with Extension Classes. For example, to COncretely'illustrate-

e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the d1mens10ns of the program, othe approx1mately 60 percent of the 1974 75

reglstrants who would have had the1r first Unlvers1ty reglstratlon

thrOugh Extenslon Classes numbered 23,142 1nd1v1dua1s. " For most .of
these students this will also be the1r only class reglstratlon COntact
with the Un1vers1ty. . The alternative patterns»of registration followed

by many,thousands of Extension Students include Day Schbol,.Daf Summer

Session~and Independent Study with Extension Classes registration in a
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during the summer. To actommodate this‘calendar, there are six

. . o . : e !
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variety of combinations. . [ °
. /

FR— ’ o - .
|

. , ] /’ .f . . I * ) . . i ) i. . . . S
There are no residéence or entrahnce.requirements (exgept specific course
. Ao . R / ‘, . B - ) . ! .

prerequisites) fo% admission into the Extension €
_ L Eor ; : :

séés\COurSes,
, \'
although credits/eafned in degree credit courses/carry résidence credit
N . i
o . .
dents .may :begin work in

towards degree %rograms of the Uﬁiﬁersity; St
T ) . |

\

: . / ' s 4 X . : . .
Extension Classes toward degtees in all thé afeas in which the University
B - - - . | .

awards degree4 and méy,complete work for some of pﬁe bacéélaureate
] . - . . . . 3 i

degrees in the College of Liberal Arts ands/the School of Business

i

AdminiStratiEn as well as several two-yea

/ degrees offered by the various ' -
. { . . ‘ ¢ . . -
‘colleges. 1In addition to the degree programs, thirty-seven certificate

)

programs in liberal arts, business adm7antrat10n, engineering science ‘' |

(for enginéerWtechniEians) and a variety of other fields can be completed
in Extension Classes. -Certificate programs consist of degree credit

‘classes or a combination of degree and certificate credit classes.

. ’ . I . .

Certificate credit and degree credit courses carry similar standards
and requirements, but because there are no parallel courses in the

Day School curriculum, certificate courses do mot carry degree credit,

°

Extension Classes are scheduled on the quarter basis, identical with

~ the Day School calendar, and also on a two-semester basis within each

academic year. Similarly, there are_two.five-wéek terms parallel

| k0
with the Summer Sessiod:Day terms and ~one ten-week term scheduledx

1 . : 3
{ ’ :

e

e

¢

regularly scheduled registratiOn‘periods during the year. -Some courses ' A
° * ! . . - . ) ° . .1“

are offered on the quarter and semester basis and other courses &y
) . . ) ) o . ) e 4;-:(
either schedule, although all credit values are quarter credits.

Therefore, it is possible for.a student to befregistered in an evening

. quarter and semester and also concurrently in Day Classes. " [For example,




;on the basis of the historical surveys of Extension Classes students,

- a stable finding is that approximately 9 percent or 3,400¢ students
would have. held concurrent<Day and Extension Classes registration} o

.’

during 1974575;' These studentspWOuld have been motivated by omne or

. more of several goals: resolving scheduling conflicts,.accelération

towards. graduation; or compensation for academic deficiencies. Graduate
o 7 . . 2 ' .

students often find,the Extension Classes no credit language courses
for graduate degree language proflclency the most effectlve and convenlentu

way ' to fulflll thls requ;rement..
¥

e
.

The total number of students for Wthh the descr1pt1ve generallzatlons
1f - .

' 1n thls report are made are very large. The number ofvreg1strants~

. : A 4

- for four representétive years within which major studies of Extension -

‘Classes students have been completed are as follows;:

o 1964-65 23,864
. 1965-66 24,603
1969-70 33,410

1974-75 38,517

The generalizations from thé series of studies are supporred by a
numbervof'validating characteristics common to the cross-sectional
sample stud1es of 1964-65 and the longltudlnal study of the 1964 65

sample completed in 1967 68. Other studles from which support and
. I
afflrmatlon for the valldatlng characterlstlcs of patterns of reglstratlon
l
1 cluded a survey of all 1965~ 66 Extens1on Classes reglstrants and -

K S ..\'

i

a umber,of program sub-grOup studles.

The ten percent reprepentative.sample study particularly described

in these pages was drawn from 33,410 students registered in 1969-70,

7

This was a replication of the représentative sample study of the

(i




1964-65 Extension Classes regisﬁrants. 'Historicél»registfation - o . A
”patterQ§ deécribed forAthé 1969-70rsamp1e refer to ﬁ1i peFi;ds pre?eding
the 1969-70 sample year; Projections beyoﬁ& this"samplg’year are
: : Y : e : : -
based onva ldngitudinél stﬁdy and.are‘justiﬁied_by the common validating

.

charactefistics in all the studies. . It is‘importaht to note that all B

: generéiizatiohs in this report are based on the common element of
L ) ) . a- . .
registration in Extensior Classes.

)

_Extension Classes students are heterogeﬁeous on the many characteristics
relevant to program planning for them.“ Although the majority are

part-~time, transient students, a minority”are persistent and goal-directed.
. Their educational background is high. 'Approximately-73vperéent-had - ' ﬂ ' o
some college background at the time of first Extension Classes o s !
. registratioh,inq}uding approximétely 36 percent who.held either a .
: ’ B . : K ) \. . .

: , - ' N : o S
bachelor's or graduate degree. T N o :

Their heterogenesus mativations inblude'interest in coursks, job-related
Classes

, . \
provide needed course registration flexibility or compensatioﬁ\fop

interests, degree. goals in Day School for which theExtenEio

'déficiencieE, and degree or certificaté goals,throdgh work compl&ted

-

. in Extension Classes.

i . .
3 - ——

Sociologically, the studéents are Also heterogeneous. Characteristical Y,

A ‘Extension Classgé students are young adults Gd;king full time in ’ \\

profes;ional, mﬁnagerial or.whiﬁé coilat jobs, gnd are more ofteﬁ .., . *.\\ S
) married fhan singlé,‘.The Vafied.eaubatiogal oépéfﬁghitieé and'cgunSeiing v .
and adninistrative services provided by the UniVEfé{Ey.through Extension \
. T v -
Classes most ofteh are reported as satischtoryxreSpoéges to the E ] | \\
. ) A \ ‘ .
.~ students' needs.. - , , v | - . .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: B -
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The description and presentation of the data for the foregoing
genéralizations'afe covered in detail'invthe.followiﬁg pages. The
summary at the end of the paper can'be read for an overview of the

details in the body of the paper.

Do - DESCRIPTION AND PRESENTATION OF THE DATA : .

Patterns of Registration:

'To'éppteciate fully the function of Extension Classes within the
Univeriity and "to understand the relationship between Day Classes and .

'

Extension Classes programs, it -‘is necessary to observe patterns of

1

registratidh and the order of first and subsequent registrations in

_Universify-unitsAby Extension Classes registrants. . There are four

R o _ : _ L A ,
ways in which a student may register in the University: Day Classes,

Da&wsﬁmmer Session CIaSses,_Extension Classes and Iﬁaependent~study -

by Corresgondencé. To enroll in Day Clésses during the academic year-

1

or to register for degree credit during the Summer Session, students
must -meet édmission requirements and follow special application
procedures. (Summer Session only students may register without

special application proceaures.) By contrast, registration in

«

Extension Classés'programs is covered by an ”open'door” policy and

s

specific course prerequisites (where applicable) are the only admissions

' rEQuiremeht. Degree candidacy status is attained by application

) co}lege.)ﬁ

"ERIC

. Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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procedures. to &Qé apprqpriafe college wiﬁﬁ ExtensionfClasses'cre@its
.éccepteq=aé residence creéi?s; éou#SelWork'may be taken entifély in
Extensibn ClaséésAbr in some of the varied combination of registratioﬁé
shown in Table I. (Transfe# status on'tﬁe basis df.wofk completed
in npn-University insfitutioﬁs"isvdetermined bf thé degree-awarding

\




Obsérvatibn of tﬂe coﬁbiﬁatién of reéistfétions wiﬁh&n the University.
is the mést effective way of notinéiﬁhe oveflap‘of the Day with
Extenéion~progfamé;  Thesé’eﬁrollmént relationshiés remain'relati;ely
.Zstabig over.time as'is iilustrated by the'comparisoﬁvQf thé:pa£t¢fﬁs
in two samples.oﬁisﬁudents as\SEAQﬁ inkTéble I. In 196;:2;::§é;é_§erzent”
;%.the students were Extension Clésses only registrants;:fhe-QOmpafable
prépqrtion in 1969~70 wés-53.4 ﬁercent;' (The réSﬁectivé.tenﬁpercent
samples were large: '2;,340 :in‘_l964-65; 3,242 in 1969-70.) similarly,
approximately the saﬁe proportions combined Extensiéﬁ.CIaése§ wifh
Indépéndent.Study by Cor?éspondeﬁce, leaving the remaining proportions;
43,9 éeréent‘in~1969e70 and 44.6 percent'in_1964—65; in coﬁbiﬁations‘
~6f Day_and;E#tension Classes éﬁd/of'With Summer Séssion ﬁay and

) other-combinations including Independent Study..

A'Baséd on the longitudina1 study, iE‘cén'bé prédicted‘thét_approximately
7 berpent of "the 1969-70:E2ténsioﬁ Ciasse$ fég£strants will.hgve
registered fpf the:firét timé(bf réregistered) in Déy ClaSéeﬁ‘subéequent
ﬁo the sample‘yeér.' fhis detail is hbtishown in Table -I. Howevér,

'néQ fegistrénts éach year cbntribute“to the.staﬁility.of patterns of

<

registration as shown™in- Table I.

See Table I on next page

o




TABLE I

PATTERNS OF COMBINATION OF ATTENDANCE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA UNITS

£l

Proportion of
Registration Units- : Extension Classes Students
‘ 196465 1969 -70"

7

Extension Classes Only _ ‘ 52,9 53;4
' Extension and , _ . ,
Independent Study . 2.4 2.7 >
'ExtenSion and Day ' ' - 22,7 20,8

L

Extension;‘Day'and o '
Summer Session ] , 13.8 15,47

Extension and _ : '
Summer Session - ' 3.2° © 3.0
‘Extension, Day and .
Independent Study - o 2.2 1.5

'Extension, Day, Summer : .
Session &-Independent Study n 2.7 1.9

Extension, Independent Study o e : ' I
-and Summer Session . o o==% 0 1,3 ' o

 Note: “* Less than one~tenth percent.

1

By recording the order of registration of "First" and subsequent registrations of

Extension Classes students, the accessibility of the University thrbugh‘tﬁe

Extension Classes open’'door is made-vivid. For example in the most recent year

.more than 23, 000 students. flﬂst entered the Unlver51ty in ‘this way. This flndlng

u
oA

is ba@pd onvexam;natlon'of a11 Unlver31ty:recolds avallable for-a sample of /

Extension Classes students.: Registration.in each of the units was eounted.only’

.’_once whether & student reglstered oncc or in a sequent1a1 or intermittent per51stent

pattern. For example, lf a student regxstered first in Exten51on Classes, this




o o . - -8... . o ‘ . oL N .
Tegistration was counted in' the 60.6 -percent shown in Table II under ”F%rst"; ’ ‘}

If the same student's second registration was in Day Classes he would be counted

in. the 6.7 percent under the ''‘Second" registration column. However, if the
) ) . . . . . . . . . R 5 ‘ - ‘ ;
same student did not have a second registration in any other unit, he would be

'

counted under the "Sécond" column as Did not attend. ,.' ’

The Summer Session Day attendance was recorded 1ndependently from the academlc.
year Day Classes because of a var%éty of other studies in process.’ " As the "detail
"~ in Table II shows, such separation of University unitsﬂyielded some discriminating

descriptions of students' histories.

From Table II, the proportlons of reglstratlon in each. of the four unlts can be

" read under the respectlve headlngsuof order of attendance, that is, from the e

;4”“”““”ﬁf1rst'to the"fourth‘unItS”of*registratlonrwrthin“the"Unlverb1ty°‘ Forréxamplej‘““’”*"’“”f‘

under the heading-”First” the proportion of 60.6 percent»represents the najorityﬁ

1

of Exten51on Classes students - who flrst reglstered in ExtenSLOn Classeo.

n

Approximately one- third (32 5percent) first reglstered in Day" Classes, 4. 8

\,.,
: percent in Summer Session Day Classes and 2.l.percent in Independent Study.

©
s

The second: reglstratlon for” 1969 70 Extension Classes students is shown under

the column headed ”Second in Table II. . The common characterlstlc of all.

- o

-

the stdents in the sample was 1969-70 Exten510n Classes reglstratlon. Therefore,

e
-

the 53.9 percenb “shown: as pid not attend under ”Second" represents the proportlon
of 1969 70 ExtenSLon Classes students who were reglstered in Extension Classes-

- e\ P . < ;
only. EztenSLOn Claéses was the second reglstratlon unit for 24,2 percent .. Co

i ' and Independent Study By Correspondepce the second reglstratlon unlt for -
/ : ' '

3.1 percent. - d v B

n

The third and .fourth units of registration can be read under the respective

[

columns shown in Table II, all illustrating that for a substantial number
. . 12
ERC . T |
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of students, all units in the University provide opportunities for education.

e b maBIEII - E
. , ORDER OF REGISTRATION IN UNIVERSITY UNITS
e , BY EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS
- _ By proportion of Students
Ce Program First - Second * Third Fourth
. R St . 1
_ o ot 1 ] 1 '
Extension v: _ o :
Classes 60.6 | 26,2 § 13,0 i 1.4
. ¢ 1 . i
. B | . R | t .
T ; | :
o - Summer ., Lo i o L
[ ; Session Day 4.8 12,1 1 03,0 1 3049
- Independent - :A i ' _
~ . Study - 2.1 3.1 4, 1l ) 0.8
AT S ‘Did not R b P K ,
A | « attend mmi 53.9 1 . 80s3 | . 96.6 ‘
R . CoAg . 1 | I ufi"k" -t . .
;' /' . : ) ::-ﬁ‘a..:‘i . : B
- [‘ | " l A
% i :
- )
2
4 15(:,, - AT
' For some -groups of Extension Classes students, concurrent regiétfation in
«g_ Day,'Summer.Session, gnd/or~Independent‘Sﬁudy by Correspondence provides
>dgpoftunipies for accéleration; for completing cdgrsé requiremeﬁtsjnot
. c. : - . . . ‘ e . - ‘_< .
accessible ‘iu DéYjClasses:beéauée of scheduling, eonflicts, for compensating
: : . - P E = )
for grade or prerequiéité)ﬂeficien@ies; or for .completing graduatef“
language requirements. . Approximately 9 percent in the sampleﬁhad'%écords of
véﬁious concurrent registration patterns among University ynits as shown in
S e -
4 . &
Q j_ 3 T ’ »;»2;‘:;‘“ ’
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Table III. (The Extension Classes tuition fees are paid'in addition tb_

£

c

'tn% regular Day Classesftdition by the'boncurrent,régistrant.) :

-
i

RIC. . e

] :
. ’ v. \\
TABLE -III R \
CONCURRENT REGISTRATION IN :DAY .
- "~ AND CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS
- _ o Proportion of Extension
Registration Units Classes Students
Did not attend ‘concurrently 90.7 : i : o
Day.énd_Extension 7.ﬁ ‘
T - Day and Indépeqdent Study 0.4
Exteﬁsion and:Independent Study 1.0"
Extension and Summer Session 0.6 .
Independent:Study_and Summer - B
Session : . 0.1
. . Day and Extension and Independent . ’ ) >
.////4/’f"' > Study ‘ T T .
- - ':3 4
'{.\ - . . ',:‘ N A
Note: * Less than one-tenth percent N v
& . . h : . T ¢
‘span of Attendance: 7
’ The;majority ofrExtension,Cfésses students are transient students; that is,
) they register.in. one .or more than one registration term but only within a
N single“yéér. This Qhafacteristic attendance patterh in Extension Classes
. B . ) v : P . ‘ ‘,( o
‘. parallels the short time span of ﬁay School registration for many of these .
students. The span of attéqdancé in Extension Classes and in Day Classes is,
- .shown in Table IV for a sample of Extension Classes students, -
* " [ In-a repYesentative y“ﬁr, two-thirdS'of'Extgnéion.ClaSses students héve,a
registration time span<of one year or }ess in Extension ‘Classes. - The other one-third
\) . ® . . =

Y




: i . . '-11"
have sequential or intermittent registrations in periods of time ranging '

from two years to more than twenty-one years.

%
3

Among those Extension Classes students (43 percent) who also have_bad_Day,

»

School regis tration backgrounds, the pattérns;are distributed from -one year or
~ less for approximately one-third of the Day with Extension students to attendance
-from two years to more than twenty-omne years. It'is,garticularly important to

note in reading Table IV that this description covers students whose inclusion

in the sample was based upon common

istration status in Extension Classes in
1969-70. - =

TABLE IV

COMPARISON OF SPAN OF ATTENDANCE IN DAY CLASSES

.

Proportionfof’Extension.Clésses,Students

Time Span Extensfon Cléfses Day Clas§es
,-Léss ﬁhag one'Ye?r J 54.5 4??2" 8:lt.
’ R One . yeear . d 2.. 4 \- ‘ - 5.4 /
s - Two fears'_ . 7;6 7.3
Three Yéars' ’ 5.8'. " 5.8
fsur to fi&e yéaré’ 6;8‘ 3'8j2
Six tbf;evéﬁ iearsb 4,0 s n 2,8 .
’ Eight to!ten years ‘ 3.1. 1.9 *
“ﬁievéﬁ to Twenty , <
years _338 2.3
Twenty-one:or more '1f1,. ".11;0 #

Did not attend
Day Classes

2

<

' 57.2-

WITH SPAN IN EXTENSION CLASSES OF EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS' | = ~- C
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'Courses-Registéred.For and Completed:,

i

'Extensionvclasses students registéf forﬁﬁegrée credit, cgrtifigate credit,
eqtrance or prepérgfory and no credit ?%urseé. Degreé credit courses -are
drawn from the Day School curfiﬁulum qédvcertificéteAcredit'courées are
developéd for'the Extension Classes certifitatg_program. Prepafaﬁory courses

‘in English and Mathematics are also repetitions ofbthose_offéred in Déy

Programé. No credit courses include language courses for graduate student R
language proficiency'requirements as well. as tbdsé developed for Extensioﬁ
'ClaSSeé'students in résponse to perceived interest and épeciél requests. With

the exception of short cqurse'regiStrations,'registrations in any possible-
" 'status are recorded bn.historical/tfanscripts. As a.result, any descriptions’
) R o : o | _ . _ .
° ‘of ‘'number of courses and credit 4egistrations based on complete University -

records on;Day and Extension transcripts'would'include all University

registrations in Extension and Day Classes recorded to that.date.  These details
'are shown in Table V for degfee credit and certificate crédit COurseBTegigﬁxations
- o . ) . . A . B . L. R s .

-

“for a sample of Extension.students.and in Table VI for credit registrations.

"The numbetr of Extension courses registered for and completed are shown in Table V.
.VApprbximately one-third of.the students registered for only-bqe degree credit course.
in their:total Extension Classés experience, ,57 percent of the students have

»

?’fegistered“for thre? or fewer cburses -~ less than the equivalent of a full.

o quarter's work. A number of students registered in audit status and some
combined audit with credit registrations. Oh the basis of limited course ,
. . X . . . "y G : . . P
. w " . - . o Q . . . A .
registrations coupled with the short span of attendance, the majority -of
w . L ’ Sre Lt M . ' . ‘ ) L ' )
_Exténsion Classes students are part-time and transient.
: Ca o . . 3 e g
Some of the 7 percent of the students shown in Table V as not registered for degree
credit are registered for certificate credit or tor entrance courses 6r'some<- o
. . . . . . .

combination of these.

R \)" o . S . | . - . .

LU N . - . Lo -
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Not shown in tabular form but important as a program source are the no credit

entrance or preparatory courses. About 8 percent of the students reglster in .

these courses only or in some comb1natlon of preparatory and degree credit’ courses.

Not all course reg;stratlons are completed.

Readlng the detail under the column

headed "Proportion COmpleting" irf Table V, ‘it can bé noted ‘that lS percent of

Extension Classes students did not complete their course registrations.

.-

The number 0f degree ang'certificate credits completed parallels the'nhmber_of'

=

H

i

g

course registrations described in the previous section,
- . . . 2? = .

17

L E

’

. TABLE V
NUMBER OF DEGREE AND CERTIFICATE -COURSES
REGISTERED FOR AND COMPLETED IN EXTENSION CLASSES
: Degree Credit Certificate Credit
‘Number of . Proportion  Proportion Proportion ‘ Proportion.
‘Courses Reglstertng Completlng R_glsterlng Completing -
] 1 " 1
) . . ) .
 One 33.4 1 C.28.4 0 1 86 1 8.6
Co ~ T " ) 1
1 . - ) 1 .
Two 14.3 o 12,6 " 257 r 2.9 .
. . 1 . 11 . w1 ’
. 1 . T 1
“Three 9.0 ! 8.8 - n 0.9 ! “0.9
. L 1 1t - 1
- : ] 1 . 1
Four to six . 15.9 7= . 12.3 H -0.3 I 0.3
w : 1 . “1g 1
. . . 1 1 . . . 3
Six to nine 6.3 e &5 R 0.1 b -l
; [ 1 N 1 ’
P : H A 1 3] : ]
Ten. to tWelve_ 3.9 ! 3.3 n - H -
: . T . ‘1 oo 11 AP |
’ . . . 1 ) 1 Sy E
Thirteen to twenty R 3.1 . - ! --
. . . . ] 13 1
. . i N " 1
Twenty-~one to thifty 1.4 L.l " - ! -- .
-Thirty-one to forty - 0.4 ! 0.3 . It “- et -- .
T S } : :
Forty-one-or more 0.1 ! 0.1 H - ! -- ¥
i ' ‘ ’ . . R .
f>kAudit . > 1.7 ! 1.7, 1’ - ¥ --
: ' : 4 @ 1 !
Comblnatlon of aud1t e ) n [
and credit - H - 1.2 " - -z L
DR 5 I
Did not register T 7.4 - 1} 1 87.4 1. 87:4
| D o | I R
Did not complete w1500 " - bt e
' % 1 he TR 1/
N . : 1t |
[ - 1 11 .

Inspection of
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Table VI reveals that only 5 percent of Extension Classes students have completed

s

forty or more degree credits, the equivalent of an average full year's registration.

t * . : : .
five credits and 2.8 percent six to nine.

Among the students completing certificate credits, 8.6 percent have .completed one to

TABLE VI
NUMBER OF DEGREE'AND CERTIFICATE CREDITS
COMPLETED IN EXTENSION CLASSES
. Number of Prooortlon of. Extens1on Classes Students
Credits Degree Credit Cert1f1cate Cred1t
One to five 29.8 _— 8.6
Six to nine 17.5 T 2.8
Ten to nineteen 14.5 ’ 0.9
. Twenty to twenty- - - , PN
nine 4.8 o 0.3 -
‘Thlrty t0°th1rty- S . )
W | nine 3.6 . o -
. Forty to forty- , . . :
¥ nlne ,"-1.8 .\‘ ‘ . --, ‘ £
. - | e o N
| Fifty .or more 3.1 -
. i -7 . ,
Audits I : -
' No'credits completed 23.6 . - L 87.4. '

Y

w

Approxlmately 43 percent of Ext?ns10n Classes students ha

1n Un1vers1ty of M1nnesota Day

e

Classes reglstratlon, "and the m

5

Extens1on Classesstudents1n

Table VII,

3

I
~

d records of reglstratlons:

“lasses prior to or concurrent w1th the,Extens10n

Ao,

meer of degree cred1ts completed by prQPortlon of

the.respectlve colleges of regIstratlon ig shown in

< LI




PrOSS

[

-under each college category'is that'proportiOn of students registered inAthe
‘respective units...Fdr example, under the Collegevof Liberal Arts coluunb the
.proportion registered in thet college is 17.1 percent (the difference between
'82.9 and 100?. 'This is the college in which the largest pr0portion Pf Extension..
Classes studenhl have reccrds of Day Classes reg1stratlons. Readlng across the

"table under the respective college head1ngs, 5. 9 percent had General College

separated from the Day Cclleges of registration because-a, number of Extension

" Classes students register in SummerfSession Day Classec rather than in -

'and full time workers flnd Summer Sesslon scheoul:ng m01e convenient than

academic year,daYvSChedules. | - ' . S

~-15-

The difference between 100 percent and the proportions shown as Did not register:

.

background‘ 4.] percent ‘Institute of Technology‘ 5.1 percent Graduate School

4,8 percent College of Education; 4,7 percenL in Othe; nlvcrslty of Mlnnesota
Colleges; 4.6 percent Duluth Campus; ‘and 20.2 percent Summer S2ssion Day Classes

(1n the respec“'vC colleg_s) o
In Table VII the degree cred1ts conpleted in SuTmer Seseisn Day Classas are

o A . . . " ERRO N
P . . . ..

academic year Day Classes. Separate studies were in progress for the Summer
Session Day "Classes, and‘detailed-comparisons across,studies as well as programs

were possible. Many of Extension Classes stuoean who are part t1me students

»

Records fjr credits earned 1n 1nst1tutlons other than. the Unlvers1ty are

not complete unless the student has off1c1ally transferredsuch credits into the

UnxVersLty Informatlon about other colleges atténded shown in Table IX and X is

KW 4

based on questlonnalre responsés from Exten51on Classes students.

~

Y9 n
°

See Table VII-on next page

.

I

o,
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Educational Background: .

°

Characteristically, the educational background of Extension Classes students

“resembles that of advanced standing or graduate students, rather than=tﬁat'of
entering freshmep.‘lnformationr about educational background  of a sample of

Extension Classes students is shawn in Table VIII at two time periods: at the

/

time of first Extension Classes registration and at the time of the survey.
It should be noted that the time span of the first Extension registration to -

the time of the survey varied amohg,the sample of students.from less than one. .
. _ ‘ i . C * : .
- year to more than 21 years. _ : @ o -~

Two generalizations follow from the detail shownjin'Table.VIII: Extension
Classes students have a relativeiy7ﬁigh educational'background compared

with traditional entering éollege'Students aha‘pérticﬁlarly when compared with the

opulation as a whole? and for those Extension students motivated. by degree
pop ‘ 0s€ tud cive y deg
A ' , L \ o i .

goals, the. Extension registration is related to'sﬁccessful’goaltattainment |

as measured by degrees earned.

N . . @ b N
- ; B3 @ \

On first registration in Extension Classes 73 percent of the students -had some’

col%ege‘baﬁkground; ét-thé'time of the survey this hadvincreased to 81.6 percent, _
Shifts in, increased educaéionél_achiévemept by the time of the survéy are
'revealed ih the'40.7 perceht who held degréeé‘and 40.9 percent who had some

4

college work. The degree holders ‘included 16:9'pércent with the baéhelor‘s;__

-'15;9,perceﬁt thé ba&helqb'é'plus some graduéte work;‘3.0~percent with'fhe_‘
. masteris;.Q;lvpefcent ma;ter's pius-some additionalwdrk;;and 0.8 percent
Ph.D.:of professiénai dééfee; Ingéectibn“bf.Table VIII reveals the incregse'
in number of students withﬁwork,beyqn& ghe’ﬁachelor's;deéféé'inclﬁéing‘gradﬁate

¢

.apd.proféssional degree holders,; from_17.9:percent at'time éf first Extension

Classes registration to 23§8percent at. the time of the éurvey. %

a . A tiod N Eel

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Note should be taken, .in fEadipg'TabingIiI, that for some students the time lapse

u "y i
W

‘between the first Extension Classes registration and«time of the survey was more
) . ® . Fei 4 R )
£l

than twenty-one years. During this period, a variety of educational experiences were

acquired by many of ‘the students in other than Exteﬁsibn.Clasées registrationé. o
« . )
T TABLE VIII
| - . : . -
. EDUCATION LEVEL AND DEGREES COMPLETED
L o » ' ."BY EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS
) ?rgpprtionﬁbfAEXtepéion_blessés'Students
Education . ’ At First Extension At Time of
Level . : - Registration Survey
‘Less than high school SR T2.2 ' L4
High school dipigma 20.8 15.6
College level
‘One year 164 13.8
- Two years | 13.7 . . ::}4.5
Three years 9.6 12.6
Bachelor's degree 17.6 -16.9
Beyoﬁd bachelor's '
‘but less than master's 11.0 .15.9
. ) < Ly N
Master's degree 2.7 - 3.0
| Beyond master's degree 3.4 4.1
‘ Ph.D. and/or ) _
Professional degreée ® 0.8 - 0.8
'No answer 3.9 . ’ 1.4

The importénce of Exbeﬁsion.classes as'the'oﬁen door to the Uﬂivers?ty is
particulafiy‘illustréped by the suBstaﬁtialvpfoportiOH pf Extension Qlaéses studenté
with %éekgroﬁnd'in colleges other £han the Upiversity of Miénesoté. Abproximately
59 éercent of Extensién'Clésges §£ﬁdents~have some gducatidnai‘éiperience in

}

T . 2




oo -
AN
N
. NN : : o
: collegesaeﬁher_than the University of Minnesota and can have their first

I B =

Un1vers1ty contact through Extens1on Classes by open reglstratlon. The

-19.. .

-

,Varled patterns of ‘other colleges attended by a sample of Extension Classes

students- are shown in Table IX.:

14

" TABLE IX

OTHER COLLEGES ATTENDED BY EXTENSIQN CLASSES STUDENTS

Other Colleges R . Proportions
and Universities " of Students
. ) ’ . ) " s
Minnesota State Universities : ’ 743

(formerly . State Colleges) -

.annesotaupriVate Colleges . ’ f11.9
Minnesota State Junior'Colleges' :‘v~ 2.9
| Combination of Minnesata Colleges o 4.4f

Out-of-State Colleges - . : :
and -Universities ' . : 25.1 . -

- Combinations of Minnesota and

oUt-of-State‘colleges ' o : v 7.1 v
None . - ) o o f“22.9 b
‘No answer R i’, . 18,3 ¢

Although records for the dates when degfees were earned were incomplete, -

©

particularly for'degrees earned ffom otﬁer colleges, on the basis'of information.
AY

avallable it is clear that a larger proportlon of the Extenslon Classes students -

who hold degrees have earned these degrees from colleges other than .the Un1vers1ty.

3

. F;fteen and one-half percent of the students hold degrees from Un;yerslty of

Minnesota; 19 percent fromother institutions.  The years when the degrees were - '
[ . . : " » T ’




) eérﬁed, éither:from the Uﬁiversity of Minnesota or from other.éolleges, are
éﬁown iﬁ Table X. Morethan 10 ée;cent of Exténéibn Clﬁéées'studehtS_eafne&‘theif,'
Minnésoté &egreeégﬁéfore'the:yéar;in théh thé.sample was dréwn;_3.2 pefcent
during the sample year; and 1.0 percent after the.sampie,yeér. From othér studies,
it can be’?rédicted th;t within a fiverear projeétiqn froﬁ_the stﬁd;fyeér an |
. additional 5 pércent of Extension Clas%es étudents would earn.deérees at the

University of Minnesota. The span of time over which degrees were earned

covered 25 years, from 1944 for some to after 1969-70 for others.

TABLE X
DATE OF HIGHEST DEGREE.EARﬁED
BY EXTENSION CLASSES STUDE.TS_
7 | Proportion of S;udenﬁ; ' me .
From University From other
| Year . _of Minnesota _Colleges
:  Before 1944 O}S 0.4 >
0 asagess T 0.9
4 1954-64" 2.7 4
1964~66 1.6 1.8
. 1966768 {2.9_ 2.6
) | 196869 1.8 o8 T
1969-70 3.9 1.7
. After spring 1970 1.0 0.2
ot Date unknown | - 005 6.5 '
| Yo degree 84.:5 81,0
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Extension Classes students were asked about contlnulng education’ experlences

" in addition to UniVersity Extensiop and the responses are shown in Table XI.

' The detail shows collegiate and'noncpiiegiate'participation in a variety of
combinations: for 87.5 peiceﬁt,of the students in the sample. C1eariy, these

Extension students are persistent consumers of education.

L

TABLE XI

’ : : 1. ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCEAOF
' EXTENSION . CLASSES S?UDENTS ‘

Categories of . T : CL
" Proportion of Students

No answer

L
-

Experience
- £ " . . , .
, '_, ‘Mu’ Enteredﬂér returned to -
S University of Mlnnesota Day
. .Classes = - 17.2
‘ﬂyf Entered or#returned‘tq other :
) . Day Classes _ SRR 27.5 “
Trade school I - 4.0 : )
Nurs1ng or Med1ca1 Ass1st1ng 0.9 - . s
-Training =~ - ® oo . :
On-the-job training =~ . 3.6 :
?gblic’school programs 715 1
Church educational programs 0.3  .
koﬁher'non-collegiate * 0.6 ; i
Comblnatlon of colleglate and .
non- colleglate 13.8 f
Comblratlon of University of o . f
Minnesota and other colleglate S ) l: .
- programs : _ § o _ 15.4 . /
'Combination'of nbn-coliegiateprograms S2.5 i
Independent Study 0.1 C
N ) } ) "L.
Does not apply ' o _ 28.5 !
. . . e )v‘

&t
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' hotivation_for Extension-Classes Registration:
The'variet§ ofvmotivatlons'among the many thousands'of Emnension;Classes.students

can'be nast fully'appreciated in_the contegt of the other’descriptive'detafls/’

in this'paper. >These include the high level of educatlonal hackgrouni attalned

Before;the Extension Classes regﬁstration; the full employment status»ofqubpercent

offthe.students; the part—tlme'and transient‘status‘in Extension Classes as -

well as' the educational mobility'iﬁ a.nariety of educatlonal.programs‘and

institutions of the majority of the studentslwi

F

Another important consideration is the potential of .Extension Classes to:

. 'satisfydthe various motivations of their paﬁticipantso- The University grants

N
o

'residential‘status to work completed in Extension Classes,.a practice rélatively & °

unigque among_institutions;u Although Cont1nu1ng Educatlon and Extens1on is mot " §
avdegree-awarding college, courses and credits earned in‘Extension Classes

.. oo C . c’. . ’ ) : ' ’ -
are creditable towards all relevant undergraduate degree requirements_and*may

+account for up to 12 degree credlté in many graduate degree programs, The

]

I

Tw1n C1t3es Extension programs are widely . var1ed and provide total cu1r1cuhnn }
-~ . e N ]

"requiremetits for.a humber of undergraduate.degrees. =

..
o

In addltlon to offerlng currlcula 1n tradltlonal degree programs, Cont1nu1ng
- i
» Educatlon and Extension offe s p;?grams for 37 dlfferent cert1f1cates. Course.)/l,*,
. o 3 . ’4 .
-work for these .can be completed entlrely through Extenslon Classes or through o n
¢ . . ,
EXtension Classes supplemented by credit,earned in_other University unitsjor in '
' i . c‘.- ~ ' ' :

t
"

other colleges. - E o - - : ' ' . .
. N e ‘ - » 0 v .’. ) , ‘

Approx1mately 47 percent of Extenslon Classes students 1nd1cate goals of under-
: £ : a

graduate or graduate degrees or certlflcates as reasons for Extenslon Classes

»

26 . ’ ) a .‘ . ."_' 7.

O

Do o

. - |
I : : : S o v e |
) . , .

- . - . . . z . .
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registration.f Approx1mate1y 6 5 percent (or 2, 500 students) have currently

declared their degree candldacy through the Counsellng Department of Contlnulng

Education and Exten31on, The details about degree or certificate goa1S“are

stiown %n Table XII, ~

%

fcy; '_‘. | ‘ .. -TABLE XII ’ ";2,. _ .. - ,i -

. ‘ : ' DEGREE AND/OR CERTIFICATE GOALS . ,
_ s ’ ~ OF EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS o ‘

'Degree and - ’ 'Prohortion
Certificate Goals. . of Students .

.“ Bachelor's degre- s .

. $nuf; Liberal_Arts - L 14:7
Bachelor's degree in. . .
Busrness o E . o748 w
o, ) : Associate degree in R
o ‘ , Liberal Arts c 2.2 -
Graduate degrees 7.8
Y . - . : . ’ . :
: Gertificates . IR 15,1

y S h t : ; Does not apply " 52,7

[P b

B Students not motivated,byudegree or certifidate'gOals give. a variety'of other

. reasons for Extens1on Classes: reglstratlon as shown in Table XIII. - Job~connected
N

reasons, 11sted alone or in combination with other reasons, ‘are the most frequently

s - listed, belng 1nd1cated by 29 percent of the respondents. Interest in SubJECt'lS

a

& {
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o

. TABLE XIIT®

o’

'REASONS OTHER THAN DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE GOALS

o _ . FOR' EXTENSION CLASSES REGISTRATION

" .Othex.Reasons
for Registration

Propor:ion
of Students

Interest in subject
"In'connect{on.with job S

In connection w1tb job; w1th
other reasons :

) ot R
€ ’

Intellectual. stimulation from .
- " other students .

Enjoyment of being with other
“Extension students

Combination of intellectual stimulation
from lnstructors/ students, enJoyment
of being ‘with other students

Doeg not apply

No answer

Intelleptual stimulatiOn from instructor

15.9 ¢

’ 15.9

12.8

1.0
0.1
2. 0.4 -

11.9

31'1

10, 7”“

Ll

T

T

.

B

~of being with others with similar interest are reasomsgiven by l2-percent,

' For many Un1vers1ty Day School ‘students, the Extenslon Classes prov1de a.

[N

supplementary and fac111tat1ng means of satlsfylng degree requlrements.

N

-

. Acceleratlon towards degree goals by resolv1ng schedalmng dlfflcultles or

N - : ¥ -r‘ . - . ' . N 4 . . ' v
expressed by 16 percent, and stimulation from instructor combined with .the pleasure .

L

compensatlng for def1c1enc1es ‘are llsted as motivations related to the attalnment
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13
.

The_gompletion'of prerequisites

of Day School degréeigoals.' was iisted by .’

.«
14
.

(33

11.4 percent and*compensating.fdrxcqnflict‘witb work Hburs by;11:3 percéht.. Tﬁ;
détails abPut.re;sons for-Egtension fegistrati;;s a;é.§ﬁown in Table XIV. |
- TABLE XTIy ©
. - REASONS _FOR' EXTENSION CLASSES REGI_STRATIQN. o o
RE_LATED'TO DAY SCHOOL STATUS. OF EXTENSION CLASSE$ STUDENTS .
éeasons Related. ‘ .Proportioﬁ
to Day School ‘Sta_.tﬁs __of Students
.Takélcoufses.not offered iﬁ Day Scﬁool o 2.1 | ’
) .Scheduliﬁg difficulitiés | . 5.9
.Complete érerequiSiﬁesi. T 1l
.. _andqaﬁé on schedﬁle ; 2.9
;Combinétion of four Ppreceding reasons 4.5 -
Gra&u;te ahead.Pf schedule 1.1
Repeat cod&se_ ' ‘0;4
4 o :
' Réis¢ grade point average for readmission 4.9
& .‘iCo;Pénsation.f?r deficiené@es 'i.%
" " graduate language p?ofibiency ’ 1 0.4
?; btj‘“ L Improve Professional compétenéy 1.9~ :
“i - . Av01d conflict of Day Class%s with B )
. \worklng hours 11:3
% . o Doe; not apply - | 4?.3 v
T :; Nplgﬁéwer.' 5.1~
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. 4 : S ) . , - )
Reasons for nonregistration statuS’ig,Extension Classes at the time of survey confirm.
‘ - . TR 1N : o >
the.heterogeneity of the respondentsbmotivations. The completion of Extension

o

~

- ;”‘ : ! : & .
- Classes goals was glven by 15 percent and f1nanc1al reasons by 7 percent the
‘ two reasons affectlng'the largest proportlon of respondents. Approx1mately
- C P A ]
o
L 5 percent of the students found desired courses avallableln other colleges. A
relatlvely small proportlon, one percent complalned about unavailabi' ity of
¥4 .

des1red courses, and 5. 5 percent found class experlence d1sapp01nt1ng. See

L

Table XV for detalls.

a -

_ ¢
o o | TABLE Xv ] |
‘ | | REASONS FOR CURRENT NONREGISTRATION IN EXTENSION CLASSES
N OF EX TENSION CLASSES STUDENTS
o . ‘ - Reasons for v : : o Proportlon
‘ ' Nonregistration of Students
. . : T
Completed gxtension Classes goals ' v.>l5.l. '
5 _Courses availabl%‘from other colleges 4 4:9
Combinatloniof aone. . . | 0.3 .-
T Lost subsidy trom empioyer S 0:8
_ Financialvreasons : 7.3;
Course work too difficult S S . 0.6
- | ' Previous Extension course - . E AN
o ' d1sapp01nt1ng L T 5.5 )
‘Moved out of state'or travel ; : ‘ 1.3
oesired courses not'available ' 1.2
Time’not available i ' 1.6 ¢
Returned to Day’School . ? ;_l : 0.5
* _ Doescnot apply{ o - . e 52.1
h No answer . l E o ] h§.9
‘ #

-

30
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Sociological Characteéristics of Exﬁension Classes Students:’

:AlFHough E;£én§ibn Classes students range in age-frbm dnderriB to over 70, most.
chafécteristically students ér? young adults, with'ﬁore’than 60'percen; beiné 30

cyedrs o; younger. ‘Thé féngé of-ageS.is-shown in Tablg XVI. Qetailed anai&sié

by program_groups would sﬁow'that EherE~is!a sﬁecial Feiationsﬁip between giogram

type and age of participants, -

;fa
: TABLE XVI - . B B |
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS B
’ ‘ :Aée o iPrOpqrtion' | : o
R . Category of . Students
Undef 21 - 12.0, ’
PR S see i |
| | | 1 | &Zé‘to 25 w3, |
i o | _ 2% t030 . 9.9 - ,"'_
' R T P
36.to 40 7.3 ’
41 to 50 - 12.4
- 51 or oQérr 4.6
- Not'knownb . l. _ ' ' ,.E‘.. .

Consistent with other studies, the majority of Extension Classes students; 57.1 percent,
are male, and 42.4 percent ‘are - female, One-half percent are unaccouﬁted'for,beiqg

unidentifiable on thé'Bésis:of'fecords available.
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“Kpproximately two-thirds. of Extlension Classes students are married; approximately
30 ﬁercent'are-single. The remainder are widowed or divorced.. .
' ' .- , : . o

T~

»

1

Most characteristically, Exten'ioﬁfclasses‘students (69.3 percent) are employed
« - full time; some,(12°83percéht)'a:e part time empioyees; and a few are retired.

- Among the unemployed‘aré students and homemakers , therefore,generélly voluntarily
unemployedo The detail is shown in Table XVII.

g ,

7 TABLE XVII | |
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF"'I%IXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS '
R ' - . . | Pfoportion 7 ;f
d fEmployment Status ' : . of StgdenFs %;
ﬁ Not working:or ioéking for:WQrk . 12i7 g
T | Fulll gime | T 693
Partbtimé ‘._ g A ) _;A‘12.8w. =
Retired | o | : ) 0.6.
No an;wéf. : | - o ' 4.6> . S - t. B
¥ ¢ \

Y

¢

Information:about'primary-occupation.was obtained’£y questi?nn§ire'fesp0nse froﬁ:
..§tud¢ntsa and some quaIifi:aﬁionlmay Be n;éded in reading Table_KVIII.. One~-third
of Ekﬁengion'01assés studer"s'classified'theﬁseives ih professionﬁl occupations;

" however, this might be a'higﬂef,figu}e than an objective élassigiéation W6uld

show. Nevertheless, 'this is aot inconsistent with the high level of ediicational

‘! attainment of Extension Classes students. o : ' e

./)

»
I -
H
-
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Respondents were asked to identify their occupational status both at the time of
) : - ; . e

- their Extension Classes. reglstratlon and at the time of the survey._ Thefe was

a shift toward 1ncreasedproport10ns in the: profess1ona1 and managerlal categorles
\ .

e

between the first reglstratlon‘and the time of the,survey. ‘The details are shown

¥
.

in Table XVIII,. &

' . TABLE XVIII.
- OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY OF  EXTENS ION CLASSES STUDENTS
) ‘BY PROPORTION OF 'STUDENTS -
Category of . . f ' AFlrst Extension Time of
Occupation _  ~ Class Registration Survey
| ‘Managerial . 7.7 . 10.8 -
Office/clerical & = 16.2 1472
~Military > - : _ 0.8 '1.3f
Skilled. Technician /. o “10.3 : 9,1 ~__ .
’ : l/. . T . . . \‘k\
Student , a 10.6 - 11.2
. o . . . v;ﬂ B
Sales ILU!,;. 2.6 ” 2.6
~ Professional L .31.7 : 34.1 A ,
ﬁomemaker L A . 7.1 C 7.9
Unskilled \ 3.2 2.5
@ No answer : '.ﬁ . 9.8 6.3

'Evaluation and Preferences:

In a response to a series of evaluation and preference questions, students gave

a variety of opinions about Extension Classes.in general.

33
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Approxiﬁd%éiy'38 percent of the students found Extensign Clésses jué% what ﬁhey

.had expected and 25 percent better than éxpected. - For 9.8 percent the ekperience
: 4 . ' R © a

was different from éxpectations. Specific criticisms noted that goal attainment .

~

-was not fast enough and that not enough degree requirements could_be.fulfilled

through Extension Classes. The details about student expectations are shown

] el
. i

in Table XiX.

-4

R - . TABLE XIX

IS . P

- ' FULFILLMENT OF EXPECTATIONS
. ' | OF EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS

9

: Eyaiuation,. - : - " Proportion ‘ -
Statéments : ' . of Students | °
Just. what I éxpected ' ‘ | 37.9 . | ¢
Aﬁoﬁ wﬁat‘i expécted ¢ ' ' ' 9.8»
Bétter,than I expeéfed ; , '.24.61’ s . -
| Too difficult . | 1.5
Too simple' ’ 1;2 :
Did not lead tb”a.éoal fast'enough' ' 5.}
. 7| Too limited in choice tb’fulfillw :
: degree geﬂu?reménts - ] 7b .
'Toolimi&éa in choice with oﬁher
comments , | . N 4;3a
"No answer IR | 5.7.5 )

AS

T

K3

7
&3

. ‘Approximately 70 percent of the students rated extension instrictors excellent, .

interested, or excellernt and interested. Comments on instructors' lack of




A Y,

interest in students were .noted by 12 percent and 5 percent suggested that

instructors should know more about teaching adults. Evaluation of instructors

" is shown in Table XX.

Y

. 1

v

Q'J -

' TABLE XX

4

*STUDENTS EVALUATION OF EXTENSION CLASSES INSTRUCTORS

4

Evaluation * *"

Proportion .

No answer

Instructors are excellent

< ¢

- Instructors are interested in-

Extension Classes students
Instructors are excellent and
interested in Extension Classes
. students .

Instructors should know more about"
teaching adults-

Instructors should be more interested
in Extension Classes students

Instructors are excellent but should
-“know more about teaching adults

~
v

of Stu&énts

. 24,6

26.2

18.2
5.0
12.0

0.9

12.9

£

y
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The request for program preferences literally asked for more of everything already

»

provided by Extension ClaSsesbas shown in Table XXI. More of every course

level =-- noncredit, introductory, advahced and recréational was requested. Since-

this survey was completed,program offerings-have increased by one-third,

fABLE ;XI i .
STUDENT REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS ;-

Program »' i | . Proportion
Preferences : g'of Studqus
More nqncrédit~éhort Soursés T 6.3
More introdugtory!hredit_coursés ' _ 12:4,4
More advanced crgdit.coursés o - 21.4 e
Mbre graduate credit courses . b_;18.6"
gorglrecreétioﬁal cou?Ses ,! - 7.1
More advanced ana grgdqaﬁe courses - HB,I . A L ‘tfﬁ‘
More noncrééit and introddcﬁop& ‘

courses - ' L 3.8
More'int;oductofy and'ﬁdvanced chrsésa. 2.7
No answer S o 19.6° |

fay
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“The-respohse-td a question aboﬁt.fegistration preferences also yielded redug$§s
. for more df Whaciglféady.existed in morping, afternoon an& Saturday on camp;s
~and. off-campus class offerings,/and for more quérEer or semester-basédiboursest
.2 Very little intereést Qas expressed‘in opporf@ﬁigiés to“registér by mail,

"although this procedure has been instituted sihce'thq date of the survey.

«

' See Table XXII for~deﬁai1‘

I T 0 aBiE ixu ‘N‘
n STUDENT SCHEDULING AND LOCATION PREFERENCES
QF EXTENSION CLASSES STUDENTS
‘7Registration S v}:’ _: o ProP?rtioﬁ ] -
. Preference : . . of Students
- Courses in Off-Campus locations ’ 23;4
o Morning;off:Campus Classes » . -0.9 . )
v o Affernoon Off-Campus Classes . 2.5
PN - | saturday Classes < : 5.2'
’ ,éaturda§_coﬁrses }n fo1Campusl ; |
A o locations = . ’ S 21.2°
| e o ;Satgrday;'afﬁérnOOn and'Off-Cambus 2.7
‘Quarter-baseélclasées - :q o 18.7
B Seméster-ba;éd:CIasses o : 8,6.;
T ‘ Maii‘registration : ’ » 0,1 v
Novénswe£f . . o :b i6.7 B Cos

In response to¥specific reqﬁests.fOr more bulletin mailings, more program
' - . . . . . . ? - ’ o
announcements and more readily available counseling, a number of measures have
been taken. Bulletins are routinely mailed to all who have registered in the
. , : : 5, ‘

"
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‘two precéding years., _A tabloid typevneWspaper used for program and service

v

-announcements is. mailed to all registrants periodically, special ‘brochures - .-

are circulated to, wide audiences, and public media of all kinds_érg used for
. N . - . : . B ' . . . w
announcements of new. and reminders of established programs. Additional counseling

personnel and increased evening counseling hours have been.made available.

B .
Kl . 3 . . : e .

" SUMMARY S o

ik

Many thousands of, individuals with varied motivations,_edugational'backgrouqu

and sociological charaeteristics find -the Extension Classesmof the University

of Minnesota the program for their paﬁticipati6n, The more -than 2,000 cofirses.’

offered ‘in single or multiple sections throughout the year simultaneously -
éerve'the'multi-faceted'goals of the students.” There is nocomposite profile-

A

which adequatély'ﬁortrays'the many and varied types of students, ahd this would

LN

seem to be the implication from the findings reported in these pages.

Co . . . Lo 2, L
Observation of first and subsequent registration in the séveral units of the

University reveals the "open doo;".facility of»Extenéion Claéses.. The majority
of_E%feﬁsion Ciééses students,iapprOXimatély 60 percent, have their first=
_Univérsity.registration iﬁ‘ExFension_Classeé. :Within a{;epresentativé yéar;

53 percent do not registér in';n§ other unit. These pfopb?tions'rep;eseht 1a;§e
numbérs“of indiiidualsj for éxample, tﬁose;entering fhé Uni?ersity With;Exténsion
Classéé théir'firstﬁunit of régistf;ﬁion in~1974-757wpu1d number approximataly'

23,000, -

0 -
»

Among these many thousands the span of registration time is short: and therefore

r

‘these students are most characteristically transient. Approximately two-thirds -

register in_one or moré than one registration term but only within a single
registfation year. Among the one-third who are persistent registrénts; the

Al

registration time periods range-from two years to more thar twenty-one years.




#35- : ; >

The number of courses and credits registered for and completed are few, and this
. _ . C . : FaN :

"

‘is consistent with the part-time and shdrt time span of Extension Classes

c&llege of the Unlverslty | : .

15.9 percent with some'graduate work completed beyond the bachelot's degree; .-

registrations. Approximately one-third registered for- one coursé only, More’

“ J . ; -

than half (56 percent) registered for.no more than threefcoursés. Ten percent

'reglstered for more than twelve courses throughout the1r hlstory of ‘Extension

Classes reg1stratlon. (The full year equlvalent reg1stratlon in Day C]asses

is 45 credlts or at least 12 courses. ).

4 -
. . ‘ . e

The colleges in wh1ch Extenslon Classes students had. Day School records before

the Extens1on registration represented a cross-section of all University o
colleges. The largest group, lf percent, had College of Liberal Arts background

Approx1mately 8 percent of the students had Day School records in more than one

ot

;

~
Extension Classes students are most character1stlcally educatlonally advanced

students, that is, they have completed college level work 1nclud1ng degrees

B

at the Un1vers1ty or’ at other colleges before the1r first EXten510n Classes
reglstratlon.. Approx1mately 73 percent had some college work at t1me of flrst
registration. About 82 percent had college“backgrOundrat time of the surVey.

~

More than 40 percent held degrees including 17 percent with thevbachelorfs;'

: . . , S R . .
3.0 percent with the master's degree; 4.1 percent with the master's and some

“work completed beyond the master's; and 0.8 percent with a Ph. D. and/or

professional degree.’

Approx1mately 59 percent of the students had college attendance background

[

O

ERiC
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at other than Unlverslty of Mlnnesota églleges.

~

Students gave a variety of motivations for Extension Classes registrations,

In addition to the traditional academic motivations of degree goals' through
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work completed in this program, the registrants also listed goals of com*ensation

.

) L - . .;“4 .
Degree or certificate goals are listed by 47 percent of the:students:

e

~ Job-cohnected mbtivétions are most-important:to 29_percent of the reépondents.-

Personal motlvatlons llke interest: in subJect or in being w1th other snmllar

’ ’ :,:v‘a‘ )
students are also motlves for Extens1on%reg1strat10n.‘
‘ 3 . .-"‘"‘ : ‘. . > . LT
- . . ’ . .

One maJorexplanatlonforathe transient reglstratlon patterns of the students I E

wx -
.

_is revealed in the Teasons given for nonreglstrant status at. the time of the

Ce - L

}survey. Fifteen percent said their‘goals had been attained. An additional

Although approximately 74 percent of. the students surveyed‘were betﬁeen 18 and

About seventy percent of theﬂsampleAgroup were working'fdll time, and 13 percent.

PRI

o

7 percent listed financial difficulties. Addltlonal reasons’ glven were courses .

- : _ . : \ :
available in other colleges; previous course registration disappointing; and
N el -
. - .- . . . & . T - ot ..
a‘varfefy‘ofvpersonal‘reasons not related to the program were listed. d

- .

o

35 years old, students aged 21-25 accounted for 31 percent of Extension =~ . - .
enrollments, making this age category the most common among Extension Classes
registratits. C o ‘ L I PR S S

£
Fifty<~seven percent of.the students surveyed were male; 42 percent were female -

and the sex of the remainder could not be determined from file..data,

»

Y

e,

held part-time jobs. Many of the part- t1me employees -are pr1mar11y students

and not members:of'the work force. Only 0. 6 percent of the 1969-70 sample
were retired people. - _ ) .- :

€.

Thirty-one percent of the students'Sampled_classified themselves in professional

.occupdtions ‘when they flrst enrolled in Contlnulng Education and Extens1on.

’
3
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tSixteen percent listed office/clerical occupations . and 10 percent classified

themselves as skilled technicians. Another 10 percent.listed their occupation
as~“student". The study showed that from the time of the first registration to -

2

the time of the survey, respondents occupations shifted toward managerial or
profess1onal positions.
s L. . . - . "“

]
\ .

Evaluation-of students' fulfillment of expectations reflected general satisfaction.

Approximately 25 percent rated their fulfillment of expectations better than ‘_

4’they expected 38 percent just what they expected and lO percent not what'they

7&Xpected. ApprOXimatelyolO percent indicated that goal attainment was too
“llow or program clioice too limited Approximately equally dlstrlbuted were three

percent who rated the courseo either too. Simple or too difficult.

2

5dents evaluation of the Extension instructors were most generally

favorable.» Approximately 70 percent'of the students rated.instrUctors excellent

z

BN

interested, or excellent and interested. WNegative rating of instructors because

of lack of interest in students was Qoiced‘by:IZ peréent and ‘5 percent suggested

that instructors should know more about teaching aduits. ' . T

-

’The'requests for additional programing at all levels, additional scheduling in all

#ﬁpossible terms and at all locations reaffirmed that among thousands™ of

"‘individuals a wide variety of program and scheduling choices will 'be indicated.
S

" since thernpmbel of Extension Cla%ses has béen substantiakly increased in the.

-~ last five years, response. to the suggestions has been made. Slmll?rly,

substantial increasesin announcement of programs, circulation of bulletins and
" . ) ./. o ‘ .

/" general student services have been made.

.:’C) :
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